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Definition

A famly foster hone is a private residence of one (1) or nore famly nenbers
that receives froma child welfare agency any minor child who is unattended by
a parent or guardian in order to provide care, training, education, custody or
supervision on a twenty-four (24) hour basis, not to include adoptive homes.
There nmust be no nore than five children physically in the home including their
own children. There nmust be no nore than two children under the age of two
years and no nore than three children under the age of six. There nust be no
nmore than three foster children. Certain exceptions can be made to keep
sibling groups together (see Section 6.0, Item #7, "Maxi mum Capacity of Foster
Children").

Authority

Standards for approving and supervising a famly foster hone are pronul gated
under the authority of Arkansas Code Annotated 20-76-201 and 20-76-202.

Statenment of Policy and Purpose

It is the policy of the Division to pronote and encourage the provision of safe
and adequate foster care designed to neet all the needs of children when the
child' s natural famly is unable to provide adequate care. Therefore, the goa
of the Division's famly foster home programis to provide an approved famly
foster home for every foster child under supervision of the D vision, as
follows: The family foster home placement should be the least restrictive, nost
famly-like setting consistent with the foster child s special needs. It
should be within close proximty to the child' s parent/legal guardian, i.e.
within fifty mles of the parental hone.

The family foster home makes it possible for children who cannot remain with
their own birth/legal parents or guardians to live with a famly and to have
the experiences associated with normal famly life. These experiences should
i ncl ude opportunities for physical and enotional devel opnment and socialization
Pl acenent of a child in a famly foster hone is considered to be a tenporary

situation until a permanent plan can be developed and inplenented for the
foster child. Foster parenting is not intended to be a permanent solution to
the child s placenment needs. Unl ess specified otherwi se, the presunption is
that the child's goal is to be returned to the parents. Persons wanting to

adopt a child should not regard foster parenting as an alternative to adoption

Types of Fam |y Foster Hones

There are four types of famly foster homes which are approved and supervised
according to established standards. These homes are energency, planned-term
respite and specialized.

A Ener gency Fam |y Foster Hones

Emer gency homes are hones in which the famly foster parents agree to
provide tenmporary, short-term care for any child who is referred by the
chil d-placing agency in an enmergency situation. The sanme standards that
apply for regular famly foster homes also apply for these hones.
Enmergency referrals include children placed in energency custody of the
chi | d-pl aci ng agency by the courts, children from whom the child-pl aci ng
agency is searching for a suitable regular famly foster home, and
children who must be renoved from a regular famly foster hone before
anot her suitable famly foster hone is |ocated.



Famly foster parents in an emergency famly foster home would be
expected to accept any child referred by the child-placing agency at any
hour of the day or night. The preferences according to age, sex, or
condition of children shall be identified prior to approval of the hone
as an energency foster hone. Placenent of a child would be of short
duration. This would be pending outcone of a court hearing or |ocation of
a suitable regular famly foster home or relative. Failure of the
energency famly foster honme to abide by the ternms of their agreenent
with the Division may result in the home being closed as an Energency
Fam |y Foster Home. Such closed honmes will no loner receive the higher
rate emergency hones receive

Pl anned-term (Regul ar) Family Foster Hones

Pl anned-term famly foster homes are homes in which the famly foster
parents agree to provide 24 hour per day care for a particular foster
child. There will be an agreenent between the child-placing agency and
the famly foster parents that the famly can care for that child as a
substitute famly until such a time as a permanent plan can be devel oped
and inplenmented for that child. The famly foster parents will be given
pertinent information about the foster child. This included reasons for
pl acenent, circunstances for renmoval from the parent's hone, where
siblings are placed, a copy of the case plan and visitation plan. They

will be kept informed concerning plans for the child' s future. In many
instances it will be appropriate for famly foster parents to reach out
to the birth/legal parents. However, this outreach will be supervised by

menbers of the reunification services team

Fam |y nenbers and the physical characteristics of the home nust be
evaluated to determ ne special qualifications of the prospective foster
famly. Eval uation is considered with regard to special training and
expertise, experience, and preference as to the nunbers, ages, sex and
characteristics of children who may be placed in their home.

Respite Fam |y Foster Hones

In certain situations, placenment arrangenments are needed for a foster
child to stay overnight. A weekend, with a famly or individual may be
needed to provide famly foster parents a brief time-out fromthe stress
of foster parenting. Birth/legal parents in crisis may also need a brief
time-out fromparenting a child. The type of famly foster homes used in
these cases is called respite famly foster hones. It is not the sane as
the "Visiting Resource" hone. That type of home is recruited and
approved by residential facilities or other institutional settings. They
are used for the purpose of allowing foster children residing in their
facilities an opportunity to experience a famly setting, including an
overni ght stay at a friend' s honme or the home of a relative of the foster
famly. Respite famly foster honmes shall neet all standards and
requirenents for a regular famly foster hone.

Speci al i zed Fam |y Foster Hones

These are homes in which both parents have received training in addition
to pre-service famly foster parent training. They have been approved to

accept children whose physical, nmental, emotional, and/or social
handi cappi ng conditions are of such degree that only those with speci al
training can provide needed services. In some instances, it may be

appropriate for specialized famly foster parents to wirk wth



birth/legal parent(s). They can help themlearn to deal with the child's
speci al needs. Specialized Family Foster Homes receive a special service
fee in addition to regular board paynents.

E. Ki nshi p Foster Hones

Ki nship foster hones are hones in which adult relatives within the first,
second, or third degree of kin to the parent or stepparent are recruited
by the Famly Service Wrker to provide 24 hours per day care for
children who are related through blood or marriage. These homes mnust
meet all of the mnimum licensing requirenents for a famly foster hone.
Rel ati ves who are approved for placenment of children in their hone may

choose to be a kinship foster honme or a regular foster hone. Ki nshi p
foster honmes will be approved only for placenent of relative children
If the relatives choose to be a regular foster home, they will have the

responsibility of caring for relative and non-relative foster children

There will be no distinction in licensing requirements between kinship
foster homes and all other approved foster honmes in Arkansas. A waiver
on a non-safety standard can be granted on a case-by-case basis and is
subject to approval by the Child Wlfare Agency Review Board. The
approval of a kinship foster home can be expedited by providing one-on-
one pre-service training.

Once permanency is achieved for the relative children placed in a kinship
famly foster honme, relatives may choose to become a regular famly
foster home if they remain in conpliance with licensing standards. This
will be a decision made by both the relatives and DCFS based on the best
interest of the relative children

Kinship foster honmes are to receive an approval letter and certificate

(CFS-481) identifying approval as a kinship foster fanily. A new
approval letter should be issued if the famly becones a regular foster
hore.

Sel ection

The Division is responsible for selecting a suitable famly foster honme for
each child placed inits care. The hone nust neet fam ly foster home standards

and the individual <child's needs for the duration of placenent. The
preferences of the famly foster parents in regard to selection of foster
children for that home nust be strictly adhered to. In order to have a

suitable family foster hone for each foster child, to mnimze the risks
i nvol ved in placenent of a foster child away fromhis own fanmly, and to assure
that the foster child will not be noved fromfoster hone to foster home, it is
necessary to select famlies on the basis of careful assessnent and eval uation
At | east one parent in the foster honme shall be able to comunicate effectively
in the |l anguage of the child. However, this does not apply to foster parents

for infants or short term energency placenent. It is necessary to have a
sufficient nunber and variety of hones available and to inprove the skills of
the famly foster parents through training and supervision. Fam |y foster

parents are required to have a mninmum of thirty (30) hours of pre-service
traini ng. The family foster parent nust conplete CPR and First Aid training
and receive certification in both areas prior to approval to become a foster
par ent . No child placenments can be made in the foster honme until the foster
parent (s) has obtained CPR and First Aid certification. Fam |y foster parent
applicants are encouraged by the Division to undergo a self-assessnent intended
to elimnate applications from famlies that cannot give the physical and
enoti onal care necessary for healthy nurturing of children



Fam |y Foster Hone Standards

Standards for family foster hones are set to assure good care and grow h-
produci ng living experiences in a safe hone environnment for every foster child

under

supervision of the child placing agency. These witten standards are

used to deternmine the suitability of applicants to be famly foster parents.

Standards are categorized as Character, Suitability and Qualifications for the
Fam |y Menbers and Physical Standards for the hone. Standards are to be net by
the famly for the duration of their service as a famly foster hone.

Character, Suitability and Qualifications for the Famly Menbers

1

Joint Application: In a two-parent honme, the husband and wife shall be
joint applicants. Each shall actively participate in the foster hone
assessnment. This joint famly conmtnent shall be reeval uated annually.

Personal characteristics: Famly foster parents mnust have the personal
characteristics which enable themto assume the responsibility of caring
for foster children. No person nmay serve as a foster parent if any adult
menber of that person's household is a honosexual. "Honosexual ", for
purposes of this rule, shall nmean any person who voluntarily and
knowi ngly engages in or submts to any sexual contact involving the
genitals of one person and the mouth or anus of another person of the
same gender, and who has engaged in such activity after the foster honme
is approved or at a point in time that is reasonably close in tinme to the

filing of the application to be a foster parent. These persona

characteristics include:

a. The capacity to love and care for children and respond to
children's needs;

b. The capacity and willingness to give love, affection, and care to a
child wthout expecting the <child to return this love and
affection;

C. The willingness to allow for socialization of the foster child with
hi s/ her peers;

d. Flexibility in their expectations, attitudes, and behavior in
relation to neeting the needs of children

e. Et hi cal standards and val ues which are conducive to the well-being
of children

f. The ability to accept a foster child s background w thout passing
noral judgnent on the child or the child' s birth/legal famly;

g. The ability to accept a foster child' s relationship with his or her

birth/legal famly

h. The ability and wllingness to accept, understand, and utilize
trai ni ng, gui dance and supervision fromthe child-placi ng agency or
other professional people in order to neet the needs of foster
children and their famlies of origin;

i Enotional stability, including a satisfactory nethod of handling
angry feelings;

j- Satisfactory and stable adult relationships, which include not only
a satisfactory and neaningful marital relationship, but also
supportive relationships with several relatives and/or friends;

k. The ability to function adequately in their chosen life style;
i.e., ability to enjoy and accept the responsibility of their job,
their famly life, their friends, and their personal |ives;

l. An acceptance of their own chil dhood experiences. An absence of
any qualities which indicate that the famly foster parent could
abuse children



m The capacity to absorb the presence of a foster child w thout undue
disruption to their owm famly life. The ability to cope with the
departure of the foster child; and

n. The maturity to exercise good judgnment and appropriate use of
authority, along wth the youthful qualities of wvitality and
flexibility which are necessary to care for children

Age: Applicants shall be age 21 or over. Applicants shall not be
approved as a famly foster home if one or both spouses are |ess than age
21. The famly foster home shall undergo a "second party review, " if one
or both applicants are age 65 or over or when one or both spouses of a

currently opened famly foster honme reaches age 65. This wll be
conducted by the Foster Care Unit, Central Ofice. A request for a
"second party revi ew' shal | contain specific information and
docunentation. This will be used to assess each famly foster parent's
age and how it will affect his/her ability to care for a specific foster
child.

Health: A physical examnation for each nenber of the household is
required prior to approval. The findings of the physical exam nation
must verify that all menbers of the household are free of any physical or
enotional health conditions which woul d adversely affect the welfare of a
foster child. A psychol ogi cal exam nation may also be required. Al
menbers of the household older than twelve (12) years shall receive a
Mant oux (TB) skin test for tuberculosis every three (3) years, as long as
test results remain negative. Househol d nenmbers with a positive test
must provide docunentation from a physician every tw (2) vyears
certifying that they are free from communicable tubercul osis.
Docunmentation will be via the CFS-478 (Physician’s Report).

| mmuni zation for all children in a foster home (birth/legal children of
the foster family and foster children) must be kept up to date.

Fam |y foster parents nust keep the Division inforned concerning any
changes in their physical or mental health. Annual physical exami nation
docunent ati on by use of the CFS-478 is necessary for foster famlies.

Famly foster parent(s) shall provide the Division with the health
history of each nenber of the househol d. This history wll include
physical and nental health services and treatnment received. Thi s

requirenent can be satisfied by submtting a conpleted CFS-478
(Physician’s Report) at the time a physical is obtained for each person
in the household during the time of initial foster home assessnent.

A physical disability in either famly foster parent that does not
interfere with the ability to give adequate care to a child shall not be
a barrier to foster parenthood. The inmpact of the disability on the
i ndi vi dual should be eval uated. This shall include how it affects his
personality and whether it may have significance to a specific foster
child.

Fam |y Conposition: The famly should contain two parents, a nother and a
f at her. Both parents are needed in order to provide maxinum
opportunities for personality devel opnent of foster children. Exceptions
will be considered for single parent households on the basis of the
applicant's special qualifications to fulfill the needs of a particular
foster child. Use of a single parent household is acceptable for those
chil dren whose need for a two-parent household is not a crucial aspect of
the care required. Single applicants with professional training, such as
nurses, nmay be desirable for special needs children. Qher children and



adults (grandparents, aunts, etc.) who are a part of the household shal
be assessed on the basis of how they might be affected by the presence of
a foster child and also the effect they thenselves mght have on the
foster child. Hones will not be approved if there are transient rooners
or boarders.

Marriage Verification and Stability: Marriages and divorces shall be
verified. The pattern of marital stability shall be considered. Famly
foster parents nust have a stable marriage. Not only will the unstable
marri age have a negative effect on foster children placed in the honeg,
but the special problenms of sone foster children could contribute to the
break-up of an already unstable marriage. Applicants who have been
married fewer than three years will require a "second party review' to be
conducted by the Division. A request for a "second party review' shall
contain specific information and any necessary clarification in order to
assess the stability of marriage and famly

If a famly foster parent couple is divorcing, a "second party review' of
the family foster home shall be conducted by the Division. A request for
a "second party review' shall contain pertinent information for
determ nati on of the continued placement of any foster children already
pl aced in the home.

In addition, a "second party review' of the famly foster home shall be
conducted when an approved single fanmly foster parent marries. A
request for a "second party review' shall contain specific information as
to the character, suitability, and qualifications of the new spouse to
assune the shared role of famly foster parent with his/her spouse.

Maxi mum Capacity of Foster Children: There will be no nore than five (5)
children in the home (including the famly foster parent's own children
and any other children who normally reside in the home of the foster
famly). No nore than three shall be foster children

In no event shall there be more than two children under the age of two.
There shall be no nore than three children under the age of six placed in
the hone at one tine.

The sole exception to the above linmits shall be in those instances in
which the placenent of a sibling group in a famly foster home with no
other children in the home would exceed the limts.

In addition, the nunber of children in a famly foster honme wll be
determined by the stamina, capacities, skills of the famly foster
parents; by the effect upon the equilibrium preferences of the famly
unit; by physical space available for children; and by the famly foster
parents' ability to neet the needs of all children present in the hone.

The applicants nust have |egal custody or guardianship of any children
(other than foster children) in the home that are not their birth
children or relatives. Famly foster parents shall not keep children for
nmore than one child-placing agency. Fam |y foster parents wll not
provi de babysitting (day care) service for other children on a regular
basis in their home unless they are approved as a Registered Fami |y Hone
[see Section 6.0, Item#11(a)].

Birth/legal children of the famly foster parents shall take part in the
famly foster hone assessnment. The extent of their involvenent shall be
determ ned by their age and level of maturity. These children nust be in
agreement to their parents' decision to becone famly foster parents.
Thei r agreenent nust be reeval uated annually.



10.

11.

Religion: Foster <children nmust have the opportunity for religious,

spiritual, and ethical developrment. Famly foster parents shall respect
the religious preferences of the foster child and his or her birth/legal
famly. They must be able to present their own religious beliefs to

foster children in such a way as to take into consideration the foster
child' s own religious background. The famly foster parents shall never
force their own religious beliefs on a foster child whose religious
background differs from their own. Fam |y foster parents shall arrange
transportation to religious services for a child when necessary.

However, lack of religious affiliation or of a religious faith will not
be a barrier to consideration of famly foster parent applicants.

Education: The level of formal education attained by the famly foster
parent applicants shall be sufficient to allow themto function in their
community, in their enploynment, and in their hone.

(Exanple: Famly foster parents should be able to follow physician's
instructions, read | abels on nedication, and adnini ster proper dosages of
medi cation.) The level of their aspirations for children shall be in

accord with the particular child s ability. Their awareness of | ocal
educational facilities is inportant to foster children. Fam |y foster
parents shall have a positive attitude toward both academc and

vocati onal education and be willing to neet the child's individual needs.

Financial Stability: The fam ly shall have sufficient, reliable income to
assure the famly's stability and security, w thout including the board
paymnent . The foster family shall provide documentation of sufficient
financial resources to neet their needs. A copy of this docunentation
shall be placed in the foster parent’s case record. Managenent of incone

shall be considered nore inportant than anount of incone. The famly
shall understand that keeping foster children is not a profitable
vent ure.

Enpl oynment: Both parents may be enployed outside the hone only wth
certain provisions. W strongly encourage either the husband or the wife
to remain at honme with a foster child for as long as necessary after
pl acenent to provide security and initial adjustnent for the foster

chil d. Careful consideration will be nmade before infants and preschool
children are placed in a hone where both famly foster parents have
out si de enpl oynent. VWhen placing school age children in a home where

both parents are enployed, the Division shall do so on the basis of
careful evaluation of what is best for the individual child. Sui tabl e
plans for the care and supervision of foster children before and after
school, during school holidays and vacations, and when children are ill
and absent from school mnust be made and approved by the Division.
Arrangenments for a suitable caretaker nust be nade ahead of tine to
prevent last mnute arrangements that could result in an inappropriate
car et aker.

Singl e parent households where the sole parent is enployed outside the
hone shall be considered the same as a two-parent household where both
parents are enpl oyed outside the hone. Only school age children shall be
pl aced there.

If enployment is seasonal, the famly nust have conpensatory income or
savings in the off seasons. Demands made on family foster parents' tine
by overtime work, revolving shifts, etc., are considered pertinent to
their ability to provide adequate care for a foster child.



12.

At no point shall famly foster homes also serve as licensed Day Care
Fam |y Homes. There shall be no exceptions.

Fam |y foster parents shall not provide day care services on a regular
basis, including as a Voluntary Registered Hone. Exceptions to this rule
will only be considered under the follow ng conditions:

a. Fam |y foster parents shall not care for nmore than five children
physically in the hone; the maxi num of five includes any foster or
birth children whether in school or not; and the honme nust be
regi stered, AND

b. Fam |y foster parents have a secondary caregiver available at a
nmonent's noti ce. This caregiver would assune responsibility for
the care of the day care children in the home in the event they
nmust attend to the needs of a foster child, AND

C. That alternate caregiver mnmust be listed as such on the Voluntary
Regi stration Application. They nust neet the sanme requirenents as
the famly foster parent who is registered. For exanple, there
must be a CGrimnal Record and Child Maltreatnent Central Registry
Check.

Crimnal Record and Child Maltreatnent Central Registry Check

a. Fam |y foster parent(s) and all nmenbers of the household 10 years
of age and older shall consent to the Division making a Child
Mal treatment Central Registry Check in all the states in which the
applicant has lived in the last six years, and in the person’s
state of enploynment, if different. The person nmust have no history
of true abuse and/or neglect. The Division shall repeat the Child
Maltreatment Central Registry Check every two (2) years on al
persons required to have the check. Also, famly foster parents
and all nenbers of the household age 14 or older shall consent to
the Division making a Crimnal Record Check. The Division shal
repeat an Arkansas State Police Crimnal Record Check every five
(5) years on any person required to have the check. This is
requi red under the "M nimum Licensing Standards for Child Welfare
Agenci es" (PUB-004).

b. The menbers of the household shall be free of crimnal convictions
for offenses which have been declared as rendering an applicant
ineligible for application or retention of a Ilicense. THESE
| NCLUDE

Mur der

Vol unt ary mansl aught er
Crimnally negligent hom cide
Ki dnappi ng

Aggr avat ed ki dnappi ng
Rape

Aggr avat ed rape

Publ i c | emdness

I ndecent exposure

Rape of a child

Sexual abuse of a child
I ndecency with a child
Assaul t

Aggr avat ed assaul t

10



13.

Injury inflicted on a child

Contributing to the delinquency of a mnor
Bi gany

I ncest

Interference with child custody

Enticing a child

Crim nal nonsupport

Sal e or purchase of a child

Solicitation of a child

Prostitution

Promotion or prostitution

Aggravat ed pronotion of prostitution
Conpel ling prostitution

oscene di splay or distribution

oscenity

Sal e/ di stribution/display of harnful material to a m nor
Sexual performance by a child

In addition, any crimnal conviction involving drugs shall be
subject to a "second party review' by the Foster Care Unit, Central
Ofice, prior to approval of the hone.

Know edge of Child Growth and Devel opnent: The famly foster parents
must have a working know edge of child growth and devel opnent. This nust
i ncl ude know edge of childcare, mlestones in devel opnment, first aid, and
nutrition. Awareness of the enotional needs of children is as inportant
as awareness of the physical needs of children. Children's need for
medi cal care will be net. Corporal punishnent is not allowed in a
Divisional Fam|ly Foster Hone. Family foster parents are expected to use
time-outs, denial of privileges, and explanation of expectations, etc.
as disciplinary neasures. The care and devel opnent of the child shall be
mai nt ai ned as foll ows:

a. Daily Activities
1. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall provide structure and daily
activities designed to promote the individual physical
social, intellectual, spiritual and enotional devel opment of

the children in their home.

2. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall cooperate with the Division to
hel p the foster children maintain an awareness of their past,
a record of the present, and a plan for the future. Foster
parents shall keep a life book for each foster child that
i ncludes periodic photographs of the child and a record of
the child s nenberships, activities, and participation in
extracurricul ar school or church activities.

3. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall ask foster children to assune
work responsibilities reasonable for their age and ability
and comensurate with those expected of their own children

b. C ot hi ng and Personal Bel ongi ngs

1. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall, with the assistance of the
Di vision, provide each foster child with his/her own clean,
wel | -fitting, attractive, seasonal clothing appropriate to
age, sex, individual needs, and conparable to the community
st andar ds.

11



Fam |y foster parent(s) shall include the foster children in
the selection of their own clothing whenever possible and
appropri ate.

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall allow foster children to bring
their personal belongings to the famly foster hone and
acqui re additional bel ongings.

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall send all personal clothing and
bel ongings with the children when they leave the famly
foster hone.

C. Di sci pline and Contro

1

2.

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall train and discipline children
wi t h ki ndness and under st andi ng.

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall establish well defined rules
whi ch set the expectations and limts of behavior that are
relevant to the child s |level of growth and devel oprent,
which are applied in a consistent nmanner

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall teach and train each child with
techni ques that stress praise and encouragenent; discipline
shoul d be positive rather than negative.

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall not subject children to verba
abuse, derogatory remarks about thenselves or famly nenbers
or threats of renoval fromthe fanmly foster hone.

Met hods of discipline that are unacceptable for use by fanmly
foster parents with foster children include but are not
[imted to:

a. Cruel, severe, or humliating actions, such as washing
mouth with soap, taping or obstructing child s nouth,
pl aci ng pai nful or unpl easant tasting substances in
mouth, on lips, etc.; placing child in dark areas; any
kind of humliation in public;

b. Physi cal punishnent inflicted in any manner, such as
hitting, pinching, pulling hair, slapping, kicking,
twisting arm forced fixed body positions, etc.

C. Deni al of neals, clothing, shelter, w thhol ding
i npl enentati on of the case plan, or any denial of basic
rights;

d. Deni al of visits, tel ephone, or mail contacts with
famly menbers;

e. Assi gnnment of extremely strenuous exercise or work;
f. Locked isol ation of any kind; and

g. Puni shrent of any kind for poor toilet habits.

d. Heal th Care

1

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall cooperate with the Division in
medi cal and dental care planning for the foster child.
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2. Famly foster parent(s) shall nmake nedical and dental

appoi ntnents as needed. Family foster parents should
acconpany the child to the initial health screening and any
on-going health or mental health services provided. |If this
is not possible, the famly foster parent shall be available
by telephone to the person conducting the screening. The
famly foster parent shall consult with the health care

provi der about the child' s health care needs.

3. Fam |y foster parents with whomthe child is placed should be
i nvol ved in the conprehensive health assessnment of the child.

4. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall report any corrective or
followup nedical or dental care the child needs to the
Di vi si on.

5. Fost er famlies shall have their own transportation

avai | abl e. Area Managers may grant a waiver in situations
where kinship famlies have been recruited specifically for a

chil d. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall be responsible for
arrangi ng transportation for foster children to all necessary
nmedi cal and dental appointnents. The Division shall provide

assi stance as needed.

e. Educati on
1. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall enroll each school-age child in
an accredited school within five school days of the placenent
of the child.
2. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall cooperate with the D vision.

They shall take part in the selection and arrangenment for
educat i onal prograns appropriate for the «child s age,
abilities, and case plan.

3. Foster parents shall attend school conferences concerning a
foster child and plan with school personnel when there are
school  probl ens. Foster parents shall report serious

situations that may require D vision involvenent to the
Division; for exanple, any situation that nmay affect the case
plan or a situation that puts the child in jeopardy of
suspensi on or expul sion

f. Rel i gi ous and Ethnic Heritage

1. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall recognize, encourage, and
support the religious beliefs, ethnic heritage, and |anguage
of a child and his/her fanmly

2. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall arrange transportation to
religious services or ethnic events for a child whose beliefs
and practices are different fromtheir own and who w shes to
attend such events.

3. Famly foster parent(s) shall not coerce children into
participation in religious activities or ethnic events
against their will.

14. Acceptance of Division Regulations: The fanmly foster parents must abide
by the policies of the child placing agency and accept the Division's
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super vi si on. Family foster parents should strive to provide continuous
care for the foster child placed in their home until such tine as a
permanent plan is inmplenented for the child. In some cases, it may
become necessary for an agreenent to be reached between the Division and
the famly foster parents that a placenment is not appropriate.

B. Physi cal Standards for the Honme
1. Accessibility of the Home: The famly foster hone shall be
accessi ble throughout the year to fulfill the needs of the
foster child. For example, to nmake avail abl e education and
religious traini ng, recreation, par ent al vi siting,

supervision by the Division and nedical care for the child.
The accessibility of the hone shall be judged in relation to
the famly foster parents' ability to transport the child for
nmedi cal care, etc., should that be needed.

2. Nei ghbor hood: The nei ghbor hood/ community in which the famly
foster hone is located will be one which is accessible. It
will provide a healthy environment and be free from health
hazards, attractive nuisances (i.e., dangerous objects
accessible to children), and threats from persons in and
about the neighborhood/ comunity (i.e., incidents of violent
crime).

3. Owner ship of Hone: If the foster famly does not own the

hone in which they live, the person who owns the hone shal
verify that he/she has no objections to the applicant caring
for foster children in the hone.

4. Ceneral Appearance of the Honme: The hone shall be free from
physi cal and heal th hazards.

5. I ndoor Arrangenment and Use of Roons: Roons shall be arranged
to allow convenient living. There nust be adequate space for
privacy, play, and study for all famly menbers. There shal
be sufficient seating for the famly to eat together. A
foster child nmust sleep in a bedroom A foster child mnust
not sleep in a living room or dining room or in any room
t hrough whi ch one nmust pass in order to get to another room
Children of the opposite sex shall not share the same bedroom
if either child is four (4) years old or ol der. No children
shall share a double bed if either child is four (4) years
old or older. No child under age six (6) shall occupy a top
bunk. Each child shall be provided with clean bedding, in
good condition, that shall be |laundered at |east weekly, or
as needed. Foster children, except infants under age two (2)
years, shall not share a sleeping roomw th adults. No nore
than four (4) children shall share a bedroom There shall be
50 square feet of space per child in his/her bedroom Each
bedroom used for foster children shall have a w ndow to the
out si de.

The nunber of foster children placed in a famly foster hone
also shall be limted by the nunber of persons who can
satisfactorily live within the physical limts of the hone.
I ndi vi dual space shall be provided for the child s personal
possessi ons and a designated space for hanging clothes in or
near the bedroom occupied by the child shall be provided for
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that child. Space requirenents may be waived on a case-by-
case basis for Kinship Foster Hones.

Wat er Supply: The honme shall have a continuous supply of
clean drinking water. Water supplied by any source other
than a city water departnent shall be tested yearly by the
Arkansas Health Departnment to assure that it is safe for
human consunpti on. If a water supply is found unsafe, an
alternate conpliance of the water supply nust be agreed upon

put in place, and maintai ned.

Ceneral Safety Standards: The hone shall be free from
physi cal hazards whi ch woul d endanger the physical safety of
children. This shall be verified by inspection of the entire
dwel ling, the yard surrounding the house, the basenent, the
attic (if accessible), the garage or carport and storage
area. Specific qualities to check for include:

a. The hone shall be reasonably clean and sanitary.

b. The hone shall have adequate light, heat, ventilation
and plunbing for safe and confortable |living. Bedroons
shall have w ndows which provide natural light and

ventil ation.

cC. The honme shall have a m ninmum of one flush toilet, one
wash basin with running water and one bath or shower
with hot and cold water.

d. Medi ci nes, cleaning supplies, insecticides, gasoline,
hazardous tools, knives, guns, etc., shall be stored
out of reach of children or kept in |ocked closets or
drawers. Quns nust be unl oaded and stored in a secure,
| ocked location separate from amunition. Fost er
parents shall be aware of possible side effects of al
medi cati ons and shall administer nmedications only in
accordance with directions on the | abel. Foster parents
shall keep a log of all nedications dispensed. Al l
nmedi cations shall be stored in a secure location, and
psychotropi ¢ nedi cati ons shall be kept securely | ocked.

e. Heating devices such as radiators, fireplaces, wood
stoves, gas or electric heaters, and steam and hot
water pipes within reach of children shall be screened
or otherw se protected.

f. The hone shall have a safe sewage disposal system All
garbage and other wastes shall be kept in a suitable
covered receptacle and disposed of in such a way as not
to constitute a health hazard or nui sance.

g. The hone shall contain at |east one approved fire
ext i ngui sher, readily accessible and in working
condi ti on. Wthin 10 feet of the kitchen and each
bedroom there shall be fire alarns or snoke detectors
mai nt ai ned i n good working order at all tinmes. There
also shall be a chemical fire extinguisher in the
cooki ng area.
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h. Fire hazards, such as dangerous or defective heating
equi prent, flammable materials, defective electrica
appliances or electric cords, excessive use of
extension cords, etc., shal | be elimnated or
corrected.

i Exterior doors shall not be blocked to prevent easy
exit. Neither shall interior doors or halls be bl ocked
or cluttered to prevent easy passage.

j- The fam |y shall have a plan for taking shelter during
a storm

k. Enmer gency phone nunbers shall be posted near each
tel ephone, to include at least fire and anbul ance (and
911 in areas in which the service is available) and the
responsi ble adult to contact in an energency.

l. Yards shall be free of dangerous debris, trash,
uncovered cisterns, etc.

m Smal |l children shall have access to a play area. Yards
shall be |arge enough to provide sinple play space for
children. There shall be a fence or barrier to prevent
a child s access to a busy street or highway, body of
wat er, or other dangerous area.

n. Mobile honmes used as famly foster homes shall be
properly installed, tied down and stabilized. If the
mobile hone is located in a trailer park, there nust be
sufficient fenced play space for children outside.
There nust be at |east two exits fromthe nobile hone.

0. Toys shall be safe, in good repair, and shall be age
and developnentally appropriate for the children by
whom they wll be used. Adequate toys wll be
available for all children in care. Pl ay equi prment
shall be safe, hazard-free, properly anchored, and
shall be age and devel opnentally appropriate for the
children by whomthey will be used. Al household pets
shal I have proof of current rabies vaccinations.

Fire Safety

a. Fam |y foster parent(s) living in apartnment buildings
shal | give evidence that the building has been approved
for building and fire safety within the [ast two years.

b. Fam |y foster parent(s) shall have an evacuation plan

and shall share it with each child. They shall conduct
fire drills at least quarterly during each year
Fam |y foster parents shall nake sure all children
understand the procedures at the time they are placed
in the hone. Al drills conducted shall be docunented
and the docunentation placed in the famly foster hone
record. This docunentation shall reflect:

1. The date and tinme of the drill;
2. The persons participating in the drill; and
3. The I ength of tine needed to clear the hone.
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C. Fam |y foster hones, including nobile homes, shall have
at least two doors which provide unrestricted exits in
case of fire

d. There shall be a drawn escape plan which shall be
posted within the home and outlines the exits in the
hore.

9. Tel ephone

The fam |y foster home shall have a working tel ephone.
Approval of Fam |y Foster Hones

A famly foster home assessnment shall be conpleted to determine that applicants
nmeet established standards for famly foster homes. Also, witten notice of
approval will be given to that hone. Both steps nust have been taken before
approvi ng the placenment of any foster child in that famly foster hone.

The objective of the famly foster honme assessment will not be to accunul ate
data, but to use information obtained in a dynamc way; first, to help evaluate
the applicants and, second, to help the applicants nmake an infornmed decision
about their own suitability to serve as famly foster parents.

The family foster home assessment will consist of a mninmum of the follow ng
steps to assure that the hone neets standards:

A Physician's statement of health for all fam |y nenbers;

B. Heal th Departnent inspection of the honme shall be made, specifically the
water supply and sewage disposal system See also Section 6.0, item
B.6., requiring annual testing of the water supply, if it comes from a
source other than city water;

C. Di vi sional inspection of the house and surroundi ngs, including receiving
docunentation that the foster parent carries homeowner's or renter's
i nsurance and general liability insurance, which may be included in the

honeowners poli cy;

D. Personal interviews with, or witten responses fromreferences;

E. A case record which includes docunmentation of conpliance wth standards
and docunentation that the foster parent(s) conpleted CPR and First Ad
training and received certification in both areas prior to approval. The
case record shall also include a narrative summary of all pertinent
i nformati on, and recomendation for approval. Ternms of approval; i.e.

the nunmber of children for which the honme has been approved, their ages
and sex and any special needs nmust be specified. The preferences of the
famly foster parents will be strictly adhered to by the Division

F. A Child Maltreatnent Central Registry Check of the famly foster parent
and any others residing in the hone age 10 or over; and

G A Crimnal Record Check on all persons age 14 and over residing in the
hore.

Deni al of a Family Foster Hone

Any applicant who does not neet all standards for approval as a famly foster
hone, or who has received an unfavorable second party review in waiving a
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10.

0

standard contained in this docunent, shall be denied for placenment of foster
children. No standard contained in the ‘’M ninum Li censing Standards for Child
Wl fare Agencies’’ (PUB-004) can be waived wi thout prior approval of the Child
Wl fare Agency Revi ew Board. Docurent ati on or reasons a honme was denied for
pl acenent of children shall be made in the case record, and the applicant shall
be informed in witing of the reason for denial.

Appropriate Sel ection and Pl acenent

Applicants who neet standards established for famly foster hones shall be
sel ected for placenent of foster children when the child's individual needs can
be net by that family. An individualized training plan shall be devel oped for
the foster parent(s) taking into consideration the age and characteristics of
children for whom the foster parent(s) has expressed preferences. It shall be
recogni zed that each family has special qualifications and limtations. There
shall be a witten agreement docunented by fornms CFS-462 and CFS-462A, provided
for that purpose, between the child-placing agency and the applicant. The
agreement shall state that only foster children who can benefit from the
i ndividual famly environment will be placed in that particular home.

The witten agreement shall be signed upon approval during the honme study
process and shall include:

Expectati ons and responsibilities of the Division, the staff and the
famly foster parent(s);

Services to be provided;

Fi nanci al arrangenents for the children placed in the honeg;

Authority the famly foster parent(s) can exercise for the children

pl aced in their hone;

Actions that require Divisional staff authorization;

Legal responsibility for damage or risk resulting fromchildren in their
hones;

The Division's process and procedures for investigating conplaints; and
The Division's procedure for giving advance notice of term nation of a
pl acenent except for docunented emnergencies. (See the County Ofice
Cont act Persons Form pl aced at the end of this publication.)

Reeval uation of a Fam |y Foster Honme

The Family Service Wrker wll monitor the foster famly home at | east
quarterly for continued conpliance with the standards of approval for foster
hones. The Family Service Wirker shall formally conplete a Checklist for

Conpl i ance (CFS-475) on the foster famly every three nmonths and will file the
completed formin the famly foster honme record. The Family Service Wrker or
agency designee will formally conplete Section F (On-going Mnitoring) of the
CFS-475. Family foster homes nust be reviewed annually; i.e., no later than the
anni versary nmonth of the famly foster hone's approval, to assure that they
continue to neet all standards and policy requirenments. The foster honme record
must docunent that the foster parent(s) mmintained current certification in
both CPR and First Aid. Any famly foster hone that does not continue to neet
standards will be closed for placenment of foster children.

O her than annual reevaluations, famly foster hones also shall be reeval uated
if any of the follow ng conditions devel op:

Death or serious illness anong the nmenbers of the foster famly;
Separation or divorce of famly foster parents;

Loss of or change in enploynent status by either famly foster parent;
Change in residence;

Suspected maltreatnment of any child in the hone; or

moowx
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F.

Any other major life changes in the famly foster hone.

11.0 Responsibilities of the Division

A

The Division shall be responsible for selecting a famly foster hone
specifically trained and suited to the foster child s special needs. The
Division also shall be responsible for the proper inplenmentation of a
per manent plan for that child.

The Division shall supervise all foster child placenents. Children in
foster care will be visited regularly and such visits will take place no
| ess than weekly. The Family Service Wrker shall make periodic visits
in the foster hone. A portion of this visitation shall be set aside for
separate and private conversation between the Famly Service Wrker and
the child to assess the quality of care being provided.

The Division shall evaluate the specific strengths, needs, preferences
and experience of each famly foster hone. This shall be used to
determ ne the nunber, ages, sex and characteristics of children who wll
be placed in the hone. These determ nations shall consider the fanmly
foster parents’ own famly life. No child may be placed in a famly
foster hone in violation of the Iimtations established in this
assessnment or the famly foster parents’ preferences.

The Division shall make training available to the famly foster parents.
Training will be at times and locations that will enable the famly
foster parents to neet their training requirenents. Assi stance to the
famly foster parents with reinbursenent for transportation and chil dcare
shal |l be provided by the Division, as needed.

The Division shall provide support services, such as energency, respite
care, day care, transportation, crisis and after-hours intervention,
counseling, and famly foster parent nentors for the famly foster
parents. These services shall be available, as needed, to assist in
providing proper <care or to prevent the disruption of a child's
pl acenent .

The Division shall not place children with any fanmly foster parents who
have not satisfactorily conpleted the required 30 hours of pre-service
training or who have not satisfied the in-service training requirenents
of 15 hours annually, for each foster parent, after the first year. The
Division can nmake an exception for any foster parent whose annual in-
service training hours are nore than 60 cal endar days overdue.

The Division shall keep a record for each child that includes |egal
docunents (e.g., birth certificate, social security card, court orders).
The Division delegates the responsibility for the day-to-day care of the
foster child to the famly foster parents. Fam |y foster parents shall
be provided with the following information for every foster child placed
in their hone:

1. Full and conplete information about the child, except as prohibited
by | aw,

2. Health care information regarding the child, including;
a. The child' s Medical Passport and any revisions, as on-going

medi cal or nmental health care information regarding the child
becones avail abl e;
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b. The child's dient Medical, and Psychological |nformation
(CFS-6012) conpleted within seven days of the Conprehensive
Health Assessnent and provided to famly foster parents
within five days of conpletion or revision; and

C. The Child's Health Plan (CFS-369) conpleted within fourteen
days of conpletion of the Conprehensive Health Assessnent and
provided to famly foster parents wthin five days of
conpl etion or revision.

3. Reasons for the child' s placenment and circunstances leading to
removal fromthe hone;

4. Probabl e I ength of pl acenent;

5. A copy of the child s case plan and visitation plan from the Case
Plan (CFS-6010) and any revisions to either within five days of
conpl eti on;

6. O her information pertinent to the provision of services to the
child, as the individual situation warrants;

7. CFS-462 (Initial Famly Foster Hone Agreenent); and
8. CFS-462A (Fami |y Foster Home Agreenent Addendun),

The fanmily foster parents shall be notified of all staffings and judicial
reviews for foster children placed in their home. Famly foster parents
shal |l be provided the opportunity to have input in shaping the case plan

Fam |y foster parents shall have their roles and the roles of the child's
Fam |y Service Worker clearly defined with regard to carrying out each of
the specific tasks of the child s case plan. The family foster parent
rol e del egates responsibility for the day-to-day care of the foster child
to the famly foster parents. However, DCFS retains |legal responsibility
for supervision, decision making, and assuring continuity of care for the
child.

The Division shall notify inmrediately the child's famly, the OCC
Attorney, Child Abuse Hotline and the Attorney ad litemif the child is
the subject of an allegation of child naltreatnent. |If the alleged child
mal treatment occurred in the foster hone, the Attorneys ad litem for al
children placed in the hone shall be notified.

The Division shall continually nonitor the appropriateness of the
pl acenent .

12.0 Responsibilities of the Famly Foster Parents

A

Fam |y foster parents shall conply with the objectives of the famly
foster home program by providing care and supervision in a famly
environnent for every foster child placed in their home by the D vision
This care and supervision shall include experiences associated wth
normal family life and an opportunity for the child to develop to his or
her full potential enotionally and physically.

Fam |y foster parents shall recognize that foster care is a tenporary
arraignnment until a permanent plan can be established and inplenented.
Fam |y foster parents shall cooperate with the Division by respecting the
rights of the foster child's birth/legal parents, participating in
training offered by the Division, accepting the Division's supervision of
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any child placed in their home, and participating in periodic
reeval uations of the hone. The famly foster parents shall cooperate
with the Division by recognizing that the D vision sees foster care as a
tenporary but integral step in arriving at a permanent plan for the
chil d. They shall agree to allow parental and sibling visitation, as
scheduled by the Division. Famly foster parents shall agree to provide
a honme for the foster child as long as that placenent is appropriate for
the child.

Fam |y foster parents shall provide continuous care for any foster child
placed in their home until the permanent plan can be inplenmented, unless
there is agreement between the Division and the famly foster parents
that the placenent is not appropriate.

Fam |y foster parents shall agree to participate in pre-service and in-
service training prograns for famly foster parents, as specified by

policy.

Fam |y foster parents shall provide direct care and have deci sion naking
authority concerning the foster child' s daily Iiving. However, they
cannot make i ndependent nmj or decisions that have far-reaching effects on
the foster child's life, such as consents for surgery, mlitary service
or marriage. They should not make decisions that have far reaching
effects for the child s personal appearance w thout consulting the Fanm |y
Service Worker, i.e., haircuts.

Famly foster parents shall provide reasonable opportunities for
mai | / phone contact and visits wth parents/legal guardians and wth
si bl i ngs.

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall notify the Division i mediately of serious
illness, accidents, or any unusual circunstances affecting the health,
safety, physical or enotional well-being of the foster child.

Fam |y foster parents shall share the primary responsibility of helping
foster children who are age appropriate to devel op independent 1|iving
skills along with the child s assigned Fam |y Service Wrker.

Fam |y foster parent(s) shall sign an agreenment with the Division to
provide foster care (lnitial foster Home Agreement [CFS-462]) and a
separate agreenent for each foster child placed in the hone (Foster Honme
Agr eenent Addendum [ CFS- 462A]) .

The famly foster parents shall respect the rights retained by the
birth/legal parents and the Division.

Fam |y foster parents shall maintain absolute confidentiality of private
i nformati on about the foster child and his/her birth/legal famly. It is
understood that the foster famly interacts with others. Nevert hel ess,
i nformati on about the child' s history, or information which the child

wi shes to keep private nust not be discussed with others. Pol i ci es,
activities and prograns of the Department of Human Services are di scussed
publicly in generalizations only. Identification of particular cases or

children nust not be nmade w t hout prior approval.

Fam |y foster parents shall make every effort to give the D vision
advance notice if it becones necessary to request renoval of a foster
child placed in their hone. If at all possible, they should give at

| east two weeks notice to the D vision.
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Fam |y foster parent(s) shall mintain records in accordance wth
Division procedures and forms for the children placed with the famly.
This includes both health and progress records.

13.0 Famly Foster Parent Liability

A

Foster parents nust carry homeowner's or renter's insurance and general
l[iability insurance, which may be included in the honeowner’s policy;

Any clains for danmages or destruction to famly foster parent(s)’
personal property that is not covered by home owner's insurance or to the
property of others due to the actions of a foster child placed in a
foster home will need to be filed with the Arkansas C ains conm ssion.
Fam |y foster parent(s) or the individual can request the appropriate
application to submt a claim by contacting the Arkansas dains
conmi ssion, State Capitol Building, Room 061, Little Rock, Arkansas
72205, tel ephone 682-1619.

Prior to filing a claimwith the dainms Commission, the famly foster
parent (s) or the individual will need to contact the |ocal D vision of
Children and Fam |y Services county office to provide information needed
to conplete an incident report. This incident report will be submitted
to Central Ofice by county staff and will be used to assist the dains
Conmmi ssion in processing the claim

Al so, according to Act 941 of 1989: "Fanmily foster parents approved by a
child wel fare agency licensed by the Departnment of Human Services shall
not be liable for damages caused by their foster children, nor shall they
be liable to the foster children nor to their parents or guardi ans of the
foster children for injuries to the foster children caused by acts or
om ssions of the famly foster parents unless the acts or omssions
constitute malicious, willful, wanton or grossly negligent conduct."
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